Comparison analysis was performed at all time points of determination. Statistics was performed with the t-test (α = 0.05) using StatSoft Software, Version 12.
Clinical evaluation was based on the allowed recommendation by the German Medical Association (RILIBÄK). [6] .
Results:
The initial mean values of all analytes are summarized in Table 1 , the 24h-values in Table 2 , and the 48h-values in .
One value after 48h for donor 7 (beta HCG) has been regarded as outlier due to a possible microclot effect on the analyzer.
Comparing the stability of the analytes over time, the troponin stability is limited to 6h in the tube with thrombin in comparison to the reference serum tube in order to avoid false positive troponin results [5] . No significant deviations have been found for all other analytes.
The bar plots illustrating the mean values for all analytes after initial, 24h and 48h measurement have been shown in the Annex.
Conclusion:
The equivalent clinical performance of the VACUETTE ® CAT Serum Fast Separator Blood Collection Tube in comparison to the VACUETTE ® CAT Serum Separator Blood Collection Tube has been demonstrated for routine biochemical analytes on a Beckman Coulter analyzer at initial time and after 48h (except Troponin I for 6h) for healthy donors. Provided a clear serum after centrifugation, the utilization of the VACUETTE ® CAT Serum Fast Separator tube enables a faster turnaround time in the laboratory due to the rapid clotting process minimizing the cell lysis in the tube within 5 minutes on the basis of the thrombin additive. From the rapid clotting process resulting systematic bias found for some analytes such as the electrolytes sodium, potassium, chloride or total protein in comparison to laboratory reference values as described by literature have to be considered. 
Total Bilirubin Normal range: 0. 
